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How did us kids get to school?


For many years in order to get to school they had to walk or there were times 
when dad took them by horse and ski or buggy. There were school districts 
every so often — that was so students didn’t have so far to go. Up through the 
8th grade was what was taught in the districts. If they needed more schooling 
they had to go to a hight school. Falconer had a high school, I remember it 
being on Work Street. Then about 1929 or 30 a new high school was build 
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where it is now. By 1920 a lot of kids were going on to high school, so they had 
to find a way to get there. The train ran through our district so that was a way 
some of the time. Then in 1931 or 2 Ross Mills got a new bus — it was 
purchased from Parket Chevy, it was on the corner of Lafayette and Fourth 
Streets. Kelley Swanson lived in our District and was a salesman there. This was 
one of the first real school bus around at that time. It had a 6 cylinder engine 
with a down draft carbonator and had hydraulic brakes. Chains had to be put on 
the tires during the winter. The roads weren’t plowed like they are now. I also 
remember the emergency door in the back with the light above it. This bus had 
its work cut out for it. With all the bad roads and all the snow it had bulk. 

	 As time went on more buses  started to come to the high school and for a 
long time our Ross Mills was the only yellow bus. I remember when I was still 
going to Ross Mills School, the bus picking us up and going on field trips. It was 
a busy bus and it kept going. I don’t know the date, but I was out of school, 
maybe 20 years or so our district got the 2nd new bus. This was a big bus and 
when we centralized this one joined the other bus in the Falconer fleet  and was 
#20. All buses were yellow by this time.


	 ~ Emory Holmquist


We would like to welcome several new families to our Ross Mills  

Neighborhood! 
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The following article about the HISTORY OF GERRY is from a book compiled by 
Richard W. Holley


The town has gone through many name changes in its short history.  

Because the first settlers traveled from Vermont in 1815 it was called Vermont 
Settlement. This must have meant the town. William Olney was the first to settle 
in the hamlet area in 1816 when he built a log cabin on the hill behind today's 
Fire hall. William Olney was truly the founder of the hamlet. Charles Gates, an 
early historian in Gerry, in 1887 wrote that Olney was the founder. Gates knew a 
number of the early settlers and related a few stories. Too bad he didn't record 
much more. James Bucklin, "Old Jim," (kind of a wild one as the story goes) did 
not come until 1817 when he purchased about 240 acres in the area that is now 
the hamlet of Gerry, including William Olney's claim. It is not sure what 
happened to Olney. In 1818 they started calling the hamlet area Vermont. In 
1820 Bucklin built a tavern with a low veranda across the whole front on the 
southwest corner. 

	 Thus in 1820 they started to call it Bucklin's Corners. For a couple of years, 
in the 1860's, the name was switched to Summerville, probably after the hotel 
called "Summerville Mansion" located near the corner. An old map indicates it 
was where Jarvis Wilson built the store. During the second half of the 1800's the 
name was slowly changing to Gerry. Remember that there is no village in the 
Town of Gerry. The village area is a hamlet, so Gerry refers to the whole town. 
During this time the hamlet area was referred to "Vermont in Gerry" because the 
post office still carried the name of Vermont on it. 

	 During 1811 the Old Chautauqua Road was cut from Mayville to Ellicottville 
at a price of $10.00 a mile. The work through Gerry was done by John West, 
Peter Barnhart and Dexter Barnes. 


